article 1 - officers 
Section 1:  

The officers shall be Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore, Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 2:  

The Commodore shall be the chief executive officer and shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Governors and of the general membership.  The Commodore shall have a general and active management of the business and shall see that orders and resolutions of the Board of Governors are carried into effect. The Commodore shall have the general powers and duties of supervision and management usually vested in the office of president of a corporation.
Section 3:  

The Vice Commodore shall serve in the place and stead of the Commodore during the absence or incapacity of the Commodore, or temporary vacancy in the office of Commodore. The Vice Commodore shall be ex officio member of all committees, and shall attend to such other duties as may be required of him or her by the Commodore or Board of Governors.
Section 4:  

The Rear Commodore shall have such duties as the Board may specify, and shall act as Commodore in the event of a vacancy in that office during the period from the lapse of his term and the taking of office of his successor.

Section 5:  

The Secretary shall have charge of all records, shall give notice of all meetings of the Board of Governors or general membership, shall attend all such meetings and record all votes and other proceedings held therein in a book to be kept for that purpose.  The Secretary shall attend all committee meetings and keep records thereof when so required.

Section 6:  

The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds and their disbursement under proper direction.  The Treasurer shall keep a record of all monies received or paid out, and shall take a report to the Board of Governors at each regular meeting thereof, and whenever requested to do so. The Treasurer shall sign all checks, drafts and notes. 

Section 7:  

The Board of Governors may appoint such other officers and agents and establish such duties and powers for these as shall be deemed necessary.
Section 8:  

Officers shall serve without compensation.  Officers shall serve a term of two (2) calendar years, commencing January 1 and ending December 31 of each year and may be re-elected, provided that no such office of his successor.

Section 9:  

The office of Commodore and all other officers shall be filled by vote of the general membership. 

Article ii – board of governors
Section 1:
                                                                                                                                                                The Corporation shall be governed by a Board of Governors which shall be composed of not less than six (6) members, plus outgoing Commodore, elected from the general membership.   No fleet shall have more than two (2) members serving simultaneously upon the Board of Governors, or more than two (2) members who are not members of a Chartered Fleet.  The outgoing Commodore shall become the Rear Commodore. 
Section 2:                                                                                                                                       No candidate for election to the Board of Governors shall have any affiliation or connection with any builder of the M17 scow.  If, during term of office, any Governor becomes affiliated or connected with any builder of the M17 scow, he shall immediately resign from the Board of Governors. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            Section 3:                                                                                                                                Election to the Board of Governors, and to the office of Commodore, shall be held in the following manner:          

A.  On or before a date one month prior to the annual meeting, the Secretary shall send notice to each member in good standing of the Corporation calling for nominations to the next Board of governors.  Election to the Board shall be held during the Annual Meeting.  Nominations may be received in writing prior to the meeting or by oral nomination from the floor at the time of election.  
B.  Each member of the Board shall serve a three (3) year term.  Each term shall be in rotation.  The newly elected members of the Board shall take office on January 1 following their election.

C.  Immediately following the Annual Meeting at which the new Board of Governors is elected, this Board shall elect the new Commodore from the new Board of Governors members, who will take office on January 1 following the election at the Annual Meeting.  The election of the new Commodore shall then be announced to the general membership.
D.  The new Commodore shall then appoint from the membership of the Board of Governors the officers of Vice Commodore, Secretary and Treasurer for the following year.  The immediate past Commodore shall assume the office of Rear Commodore. 
E.  If a member of the Board is unable to complete their elected term, the Board will select a new Board member from the general membership to complete that term.  This Board action must be ratified by the general membership in attendance at the next Annual Meeting, if such a meeting is scheduled prior to the end of the term being filled.

article iiI – membership and dues
Section 1:  

Membership shall be open to persons who have an interest in the M17 class.

Section 2:  

Dues will run from January 1st to December 31st.

article iV – chartering of fleets
Section 1:  

A charter may be issued to any organized group of owners of M17 scows who own a total of not less than three such yachts and share a common geographic location, provided that the prospective fleet shall meet all other requirements hereinafter set forth.

Section 2:  

Prospective fleets shall, at the time of making application for Charter, pay over the Treasurer the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) as a chartering fee.

article v - meetings
Section 1:  

The general membership shall meet at least once annually, in conjunction with the highest ranking Regatta of the year, for any lawful purpose.  A quorum of the general membership shall be ten percent of the membership.
Section 2:  

At the written request of not less than twenty-five percent of the general membership, a special meeting of the general membership, which shall be limited to such business as is specified in the request, shall be called.

article vI - voting
Section 1:  

Voting in the meetings of the general membership shall be upon the basis of one vote per person.  Only eligible voters are allowed to vote.

Section 2:  

In special elections in which voting is to be fleets rather than by individuals, the call for the election shall specify the manner and condition of the vote.
article viI – fleet government

Section 1:  

Chartered Fleets are authorized to adopt such fleet bylaws as they deem necessary for their own government, provided that no such bylaws shall be in conflict with these Bylaws.

Section 2:  

Chartered Fleets are authorized to establish and collect such fleet dues and fees as they deem necessary, provided that an annual count of such is presented to the Treasurer each January, covering receipts and disbursements for the preceding 12 months.

Section 3:

Each January, Chartered Fleets shall render a report to the Treasurer giving: 
A.   The names and addresses of yacht owners and co-owners.                                              
 B.   Sail numbers of all members in good standing.                                                              
C.  Fleet officers.                                                                                                                         
D.  Current Fleet champion. 

During the year, Fleets shall supplement this report immediately upon the addition of loss of Fleet members.

article viiI– rules of racing

Section 1: 
All officially sponsored or sanctioned races of the M17 scow shall be conducted in accordance with the current Racing Rules of Sailing.  They shall be further subject to local laws and regulations of the organization hosting the races.
Section 2:  

Officially sponsored or sanctioned races shall be open only to members in good standing.
Section 3:

Eligibility to sail (skipper) an M17 scow in an officially or sanctioned event shall be governed by the following rules:

A.  Only members shall skipper the yacht.

B.  The unfair advantage gained by the availability of multiple skippers is to be avoided, and to that end, points shall be awarded as follows:
1.  In race series in which races are held less than 48 hours apart, and in all District, Regional, National and International Championship races, points shall be awarded to the skipper in each race.

2.  In race series coming within the rule of subparagraph 1 of this section, the identity of the skippers shall be established prior to the start of each race, and the crew shall be governed by the rules that are applicable to crew and are ineligible to be skipper, even though the crew may be otherwise eligible.

Article IX – local variations in rules

Section 1:                                                                                                                                                                    No Fleet shall establish any exception to the voting rules herein established, or to the rules set forth in Article VIII.
Section 2:                                                                                                                                                                Fleets are authorized to establish exception to these rules in all other respects, provided that such exceptions do not affect the rights or privileges of any members who is not a member of that fleet. 

Article X – advisory opinion of the board
Section 1:                                                                                                                                                                  Any member may submit to the Board, or the Rules Committee, if the Board delegates this authority to it, a written request for clarification of any of the Articles of Bylaws, or for ruling in any dispute arising there under. 
Section 2:                                                                                                                                                                Such requests shall be in writing, and shall state the specific facts and circumstances giving rise to the dispute.  It shall also state the specific question or questions to be considered.
Section 3:                                                                                                                      The Board of Governors shall consider the dispute, and in accordance with the vote of the majority of the Board, shall render its opinion in writing at the earliest practical time.  Copies of such opinions shall be mailed to each Fleet.  All members shall be bound by the decision from the date of mailing. 
Article XI - Sportsmanship
It shall be the policy to promote good sportsmanship at all times:  and to that end, the Board of Governors and each Chartered Fleet is empowered to suspend of revoke membership for unsportsmanlike conduct during or in connection with any race of protest meeting.  Suspension by the Board of Governors shall be upon vote of two-thirds of its membership.  Suspension by a Fleet shall be upon such vote as is established by its Bylaws.

Article XII - DEFINITIONS
Section 1:
                                                                                                                                                      NAMED OWNER shall mean a specifically named individual natural person who shall be specified as the owner of a specified yacht.
Section 2:                                                                                                                                OWNER shall mean the named owner and the members of his/her immediate family.
Section 3:                                                                                                                           IMMEDIATE FAMILY shall mean the spouse of the named owner and his or her dependent descendants living in the household.  Members desiring to have any other person declared a member of his immediate family may apply to the Board in accordance with Article   of these Bylaws.
Section 4:                                                                                                                                                          MEMBER shall mean an individual who is in good standing of the Corporation.
Section 5:                                                                                                                                                          MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING shall mean an individual whose dues for the current year have been paid or are not more than 30 days in arrears, and whose membership is not under suspension or revocation.
Section 6:                                                                                                                                                            SKIPPER shall mean the person who handles the tiller and otherwise directs the sailing of the yacht while under way.
Section 7:                                                                                                                                                         ELEGIBLE SKIPPER shall mean a skipper who is a member in good standing.
Section 8:                                                                                                                                                              CREW shall mean any person other than the skipper who is aboard a yacht while under way.
Section 9:                                                                                                                                                                                      CREW ELEGIBLE TO SKIPPER shall mean crew who is a member within the meaning of Section 4 of this Article, except when deemed ineligible under Article
Section 10:                                                                                                                                                                      ELEGIBLE VOTER shall mean a named owner who is a member in good standing.
Section 11:                                                                                                                              MAILING OF NOTICE shall mean the placing of a notice in writing in the mails, with sufficient postage affixed; and notice to all members shall be deemed completed upon mailing of notice to non-fleet members individually and to all Fleet Captains in sufficient quantity for distribution to fleet members.
Article XIIi – amendment of by-laws
Section 1:
                                                                                                                                    These Bylaws may be amended upon recommendation of the Board of Governors or the Rules Committee.  Any such amendment will become effective upon receipt of affirmative votes from not less than 60% of the eligible voters to vote on the amendment.  The membership shall be given at least 30 days notice of the vote on the amendment and shall have 60 days from the date of mailing of ballots to vote.
Section 2:                                                                                                                   These Bylaws may be amended without the recommendation of the Board of Governors or the Rules committee, subject to the following rules:
A.  A petition, setting forth the exact terms of the proposed amendment, dated, and signed by no less than 10% of the eligible voters shall be submitted to the Board of Governors.                                                                                                                                      B.  Upon receipt of such petition, after verification of the eligibility of the signatories, the Board shall call an election, which shall be held in the same manner as provided in Section of this Article. 

Section 3:
                                                                                                                                     Result of all elections shall be certified to the Membership by the Secretary within thirty (30) days of the determination.
Section 4:                                                                                                                     Any amendment that is defeated shall not be resubmitted to the Membership for a period of twelve (12) months. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Bylaws were duly adopted by vote of the Board of Governors of the International M17 Class Sailboat Racing Association, in accordance with the mandate of the membership.

